Hi—we’re Kathy and Bill Gibson. We’ve been parishioners at St. Joseph’s for almost 20 years and we’ve been asked to speak on our stewardship experiences.

Right about now, you’re thinking to yourself, “oh, no—is it that time of year again? They’re going to ask me to donate more money, get involved in some ministry because I’m supposedly ‘talented’ or spend more time helping out at the church.”   Yes, the basic concept of stewardship is sharing our time, our talent and our treasure. But if that’s what you focus on, it’s like looking at an iceberg--you see the top 10% but you’re missing the 90% that’s hidden under the water. 

For us, the key word in the stewardship description is share. Share does not mean to simply give something, but to give it freely and equitably, without conditions or judgment, with no expectation of getting anything in return. We believe that God has called us to share our time, talent and treasure so that He can work through them to bring His message and blessings to other people. Sometimes we are called to be active participants, such as a CCD teacher, a Eucharistic Minister, a Columbiette or a youth group member. Other times, we are asked to share and trust, knowing full well that we may never see how our gifts impact other people’s lives.  
When you place your envelope in the collection basket, how often do you pray that the Parish leadership will have the wisdom and courage to use that money wisely and effectively to further God’s work? When you bring the jars of peanut butter, cans of tuna or boxes of cereal for the Food Bank, do you pray that God will bless and protect the person that will receive it? When you come together at Mass, do you look around and pray for the rest of the community gathered there and those that couldn’t be there because of illness, sin or other reason?  When you donate to the Appalachia furniture drive, do you ask God to comfort the people whose homes have been devastated by fire or flood?
God has given us the unique opportunity to work with Him to perform miracles. And because of stewardship, those miracles do happen on an almost daily basis. No, they probably won’t be burning bushes or instantaneous calming of storms. Most of them, like the bottom of the iceberg, will remain hidden from our view. We have to trust that our gifts make a difference. But sometimes God will give us a glimpse into His plans.
Several years ago, I had the opportunity to drive one of the trucks to the Christian Appalachia Project warehouses in rural Kentucky. The looks of absolute joy and thankfulness on the faces of the volunteers when we unloaded that truck made me realize that our gifts would have more impact than I ever could have imagined. Last year, I spent a week with our youth at Catholic HEART workcamp where some of us worked in the projects of Newark for a week. There we saw Christ in the eyes of the children who just wanted to be held close, to have a friend. And when we returned, I could see the flames of stewardship burning brightly in our youth as they realized that what they viewed as menial service was really God’s work. 
I was a CCD teacher for many years. At times it was a frustrating experience. Yet, I always believed that I was making a difference. When I hear of former students active in their college faith organizations or simply see one of my students, now a high school senior, freely coming to church faithfully every Sunday, and with his parents no less, I know that my time and talents were well used. A few years ago, Bill asked me to join the Emmaus Retreat team. I didn’t think I had anything to offer but I trusted that God wanted me there. And sure enough, there was someone there who needed to hear my story, a story that I felt was unimportant at the time.

Stewardship can only happen in a community. It’s easy to look around and find things that we don’t like about our parish. You can ask Fr. Ray—I’m one of the best at doing that. It could be the music ministry that doesn’t sing the hymns we grew up with. It could be our perception that all the church ever does is ask for our money or our time. It could be the priest or staff member or EM or greeter who we felt slighted or insulted us.  It could be the people who had the nerve to sit in “our” seats. And you know what—I’ll agree with you that St. Joseph’s is far from perfect. But it is our family. Whether in our small church communities, the crew at the Patriots games, the friends we made on the Emmaus retreat or any of the hundreds of other people in the parish that we know and love or haven’t yet met and still love, St. Joseph’s people are special. This parish is truly blessed—and stewardship is our way of giving thanks. We hope you will join us.
In the next few weeks, each family will be receiving a Stewardship packet in the mail. It explains Stewardship at St. Joseph’s.  It also includes a family commitment card—a form that will let you make commitments to prayer, parish ministries, and offertory giving.  Please don’t rush to fill out the card just to get it done. Prayerfully consider what God wants in your life then fill out the commitment card.  You should bring your completed family commitment card to Mass on Feb 5-6, or mail it to the parish.

