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“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” 

(Mt 5:15-
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Stewardship Speech by Beth Jameson
Time

Good Morning (evening),  I am Beth Jameson.  I have been a parishioner here at St. Joseph's along with my husband, Jay, and our three children, Colleen, Abby and Andrew.  I’d like to share with you what the stewardship of time has come to mean to my family and me. 

As I reflected back on stewardship in my home, I noticed that making stewardship a planned part of our life has only been a recent addition - around the last 8 -9 years.  The birth of our first child made us recognize the desire to provide a firm Catholic faith foundation for our growing family.  Prior to then, it was hit or miss, a matter of convenience, when I felt like it, and so forth.  

In fact, I can say with a degree of certainty that when there were stewardship talks at mass, I was positive that that it couldn’t mean me because I was too busy.  Many times I believed that it was just easier to give money than anything else - like my time or talent.  Besides, I rationalized that since I was working as a nurse, I didn’t need to do anything more.

But without time given to our God, talent and treasure mean nothing.  I don’t mean that God doesn’t expect us to do his work as stewards by not giving of our talent and treasure.  But without time given in a prayerful, measured and meaningful way, there cannot be a spiritual gift to the Lord in terms of talent and treasure.  Stewardship can mean nothing without time spent with God.

God wants us to give of our time in every aspect of our life, to create a spiritual home in your life and your community.  Giving of your time to God has to start within you.  That means prayer.  

Spend a few moments each evening recognizing and thanking God for blessings you have received and count the ways God has been present to you.  Spending more time with God has brought me to really be thinking about and looking for the holy in the every day.  God speaks to you through everyone and everything.  We just need to make time to listen and respond.

Everything I have comes from our Lord.  When he asks for our gifts he is looking for our first fruits - our best, our finest efforts.  If I gave to God what was left over from my abundance, then that wouldn’t be what he is looking for.  It’s not supposed to be easy.

I began practicing stewardship in a planned way through an invitation I couldn’t refuse - from our parish priest in Rochester, New York.  I had mentioned to Fr. Collins that another local parish has an annual family picnic for all the newly Baptized during that year.  Wouldn’t it be nice if our parish had one?  The next thing I know, Father says GREAT - I’ll get you the list of the newly baptized - start planning.

 

Like it or not, that was the push I needed to become more involved in my parish community.  I then discovered that my time really spent with God had to mean more than just attending Sunday mass.  I developed a desire to experience the Lord’s grace in a deeper way.  

But that meant more time.  I felt I could hardly juggle everything I was doing then, let alone embark on another journey that requires more time and commitment.  Would I be able to balance my family and spiritual life?  Does God want me to make that kind of choice?  Does there need to be a choice?  Truthfully, this a challenge at times.  But, the Lord always knows what is in my heart.

My blessings from giving of my time are numerous.  I find it is easier to feel peace in my daily life by learning and experiencing a deeper spirituality.  This hasn’t happened overnight.  It has happened bit-by-bit, day-by-day.  I think many of you know from your own giving experiences that this is true.

My greatest blessing is of course, my family.  I treasure the feeling that more often than not my home is a peaceful and blessed place because of the Lord.  

I enjoy the surprises of youthful thinking by teaching CCD.  Your children are amazing.  The depth of my scripture knowledge has increased through preparing for CCD lessons.  

In fact, I found my favorite scripture passage by doing some CCD research for a lesson about walking in the way of the Lord.  It’s from Isaiah 30: 21 and reads:  Whether you turn your head to the left or to the right, there will always be a voice behind you saying - this is the way, walk in it.”  

This verse reminds me that you and I are never alone or without hope no matter how challenging or painful your circumstances.  Our God is always there.

It’s also great to come to mass and see plenty of people I have come to know through involvement in our Ministry of Mothers Sharing.  The sense of belonging and faith sharing I have gained from that ministry has been exceptional.

Taking a few moments during the holiday season to deliver gift baskets is another experience that goes beyond words.  Imagine the joy you bring to a homebound senior whose only contact that day might have been you.

God designed the world so that it is easier to miss God than it is to find God.  The liturgy messages over the last few weeks have been saying, “Here I am Lord”.  Isaiah says it again today.  But have I responded?  Or, maybe I didn’t notice the call?  Did I miss that personal invitation?

In my heart is the giving of my thanksgiving back to the Lord.  St. Paul says to the Corinthians that God can multiply his favors among you so you may always have enough of everything and even a surplus for good works.”  

This passage really impressed me as one of the most powerful blessings one can receive from giving of your time, treasure and talent.  The more you give the more you receive.

What you decide to give is a decision between you and God.  The holiness and peace that comes from doing God’s work is a mystery man will never be able to explain.  Let us all pray that fulfilling stewardship in time, treasure and talent is as the Psalmist says, “to do your will is my delight”. 

I pray God is behind you with that voice saying, “this is the way”.  When the invitation is there say yes!  In the Lord of the Rings, Bilbo was complaining about having to carry the heavy bag with the rings in it.  Gandolf reminds Bilbo, “It’s what you choose to do with the time that has been given to you that matters most”. May your spiritual rewards be many.  God Bless.
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