Treasure Speech

Good morning, my name is Melanie McNamara, my husband Jimmy 

and I have been parishioners here at St. Joseph’s for just about six 

years.  We have two children, Tess and James who will both be three 

in March.

I’m here this morning to talk to you about my family’s experience with 

Stewardship, specifically treasure, as we begin as a parish to focus

on stewardship for the next few weeks.

As I sat down to write this speech, the first scripture passage I came 

across was Malachi 3:10, which says: “Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this, 

says the Lord Almighty and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 

of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room 

enough for it."    That has certainly been true for us. The commitment 

to tithe has richly blessed our family.

For my family, the blessing we count the greatest is our faith and 

relationship with God.  When we give to the Lord by giving to His 

church we find that our faith in God is deepened immeasurably.  

An integral part of faith is trust, when we say to God “okay Lord, we 

are going to give you a certain % of our income each month no 

matter what happens.”,  we have to trust that God will take care of us.  

Now that doesn’t necessarily mean that we trust that God will make it 

so that we can keep our lifestyle and do all that we want to do – 

although we don’t complain when that happens.  For us it means that 

we trust that the Lord will continue to bless us with His peace no 

matter what happens in our life.  And you know, it works!  The greater 

our commitment, the greater our peace in the Lord.  

It’s like when I first married my husband and we would talk about our 

future, he would worry about what kind of house we would live in 

and what our finances would be like.  My husband’s job is very 

dependent on financial markets and other variables so it doesn’t 

always feel like a sure thing.  I would tell him that it didn’t matter if we 

lived in a shack as long as we were together, and that is still true 

today.  One of my greatest blessings is my family and I would rather 

live under a rock than live without them…  But, to bring this back to 

the subject of treasure, while the love my family and I have for each 

other is great, 

God loves us more and wants us to love Him more.   

When we make our commitment to give it is like telling God that we 

would be happy to live in a shack as long as He is there with us.  

Now I am not saying that this all came easy to us.  It was and still is a 

gradual process.  

We knew that God wanted us to give.  We knew that everything we 

had was a gift from Him and that we were to use these gifts in order 

to serve His kingdom, spread the good news, and take care of others.  

We knew our gifts should go to the church and other places that 

worked to accomplish these missions.  We knew that God had 

entrusted us with blessings and we wanted to make ourselves worthy 

of that trust.  We also knew that we should give sacrificially since 

Jesus gave sacrificially of himself.  

1 Timothy 6 says “Tell the rich in the present 

age not to be proud and not to rely on so uncertain a thing as wealth 

but rather on God, who richly provides us with all things for our 

enjoyment.  Tell them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good 

foundation for the future, so as to win the life that is true life.”  We 

knew that too.  But knowing all of those things did not make it easy to 

make the commitment.  It was like knowing something in your head 

but not in your heart, and when money is concerned I think we all 

tend to use our heads instead of our hearts – which in most cases is 

a good choice – but not in this case.  So what did we do?  It may 

sound like too simple an answer, but we just did it.  We finally said 

to ourselves – “God says we can all afford 10% - he didn’t include 

any exceptions.  If God says we can afford it then we can.”   We 

started by determining what 5% for the church would be, and then 

just wrote the check.  We said “Okay Lord we trust you, show us the 

way”.  

On a side note what helped me in the beginning was to write our 

tithing check at the same time I had always written a check for a 

weekly non-essential.  I would say to myself, if I can keep my 

commitment to do this I can keep our commitment to the Lord, if I 

can’t do both, am I really going to chose something else over

God?  

Anyway, after we made that first step and decided there was no 

turning back, God started to pour out His blessings.  To stay on the 

topic of finances for the moment, first off, all other giving became 

easier, it was not difficult to get to close to giving another 5% to other 

charities   

We find that each time we give more, we practice depending on God 

and that practice makes our relationship with Him more and more 

perfect.  

We also have allowed God into all aspects of 

our financial life, depending on faith and prayer whenever we face a 

financial decision.  The peace we have once we make a decision is 

like nothing we ever had before and this peace has been a blessing 

to our entire household. 

During the time I was preparing for this speech, a number of people 

commented on what a difficult aspect of stewardship treasure is.  

That really got me thinking and I realized that for me treasure was a 

perfect springboard to a stewardship way of life in the church.  For 

me it was easier to trust God to provide financially what we needed 

than to trust Him to make enough hours in the day or week to fit 

another commitment, or to trust Him enough to share my talents 

openly.  Time management and over coming self-consciousness 

seemed like things I was supposed to do myself.  However, as we 

have trusted God more and more financially, we have found it easier 

to trust Him to give us the time to make commitments to the church 

and the confidence to share of more ourselves –as you can see.  This 

Is truly something I could never do if I didn’t trust the Lord.  

Trusting the Lord in all aspects of our life has become more and more 

a way of life for us, and as our trust has grown so has our faith and 

peace.

My husband Jimmy wanted to be here with me today, but he is 

sacrificially giving of his time and talent by feeding our children 

breakfast while I speak.  When talking about giving this 

speech his comment was, “Just tell everyone  ‘You can’t take it with 

you but you can send it on ahead’ “, or as Matthew wrote, “ Do not 

store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay 

destroy, and thieves break in and steal.  But store up treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroy, nor thieves break in 

and steal.  

For where your treasure is, there also will be your heart.”  

I ask all of you today to prayerfully consider where you want your 

heart to be.

Thank you for listening and God bless you all.

