STEWARDSHIP – TALENTS
Good morning,

I would like to thank Father Ray for the introduction.   For the benefit of those who don’t know me, my name is Pete Rao.  I’m originally from New York and moved to Hillsborough almost 19 years ago with my wife Pat and our two children, Lori and Christopher. We’ve been members here at St. Joe’s for the same amount of time.

A couple of weeks ago, Fr. Ray asked me to share with you my thoughts and my personal experiences regarding stewardship here at St. Joe's; specifically as it applies to TALENTS.  'Stewardship??????'.  What does that mean?  Well, one dictionary defines Stewardship as 'the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care.'  Now, THINK about these words;….'The careful and responsible MANAGEMENT', not OWNERSHIP, but 'MANAGEMENT' of something 'ENTRUSTED' to one's care.

So, I decided to address the stewardship of ‘managing’ one’s talents.  Then the word TALENT came to mind…what is the meaning of talent? TALENT (according to Webster’s)- is described as “an Intellectual ability, natural or acquired; a mental endowment or capacity; skill in accomplishing; a special gift, particularly in business, art, or the like”.  ‘Or the like…’; this leaves a lot of room for interpretation here, which is a good thing.

 I always thought of people having a talent, ….had the ability to play the piano or the guitar, hit a baseball, build a deck, paint a portrait, remodel a kitchen, things along those lines. I can honestly say I excel at NONE of these things.

However, we’re taught that in God’s eyes, each and every one of us is precious and unique, and every one of us has been given special gifts and talents, whether we realize it or not!  So, I asked myself ‘What’s my talent? Is there something that I think I can do pretty well?  What talents do I have hidden, and how can I use these gifts to benefit others?’  Well…after some extensive searching within, the thing that I kept coming up with is that I love talking to people, socializing; I have (as my mother would say) the ‘Gift of Gab’; and those of you who know me will have to agree. OK?   How can I use this ‘talent’ effectively? After all, in order for talents to be effective, they must be developed and practiced….or used. I decided to put my talent to work and some years ago, I became a Greeter. I was doing something I felt I had a talent for, it was fun, it was easy, I was here anyway, and it was a great way to talk to people and meet so many of you while giving something back to my parish community. Since then, I then applied this talent and became part of the EMMAUS Retreat team. Also, I am currently head of the Millstone Valley council of the Knights of Columbus, an incredible group of Catholic gentlemen serving St. Joes and this community. This is how I currently share my time and talents.

Still, a lot of you may still be questioning yourself; What’s my talent, something that I can do well?  What gifts have I been given and how can I use those gifts to bring the joy of God to others?  Well…..JUST LOOK NO FURTHER THAN INSIDE YOURSELF  FOR THE ANSWER; every one of us has been given special gifts and talents.  They may manifest themselves as ability to play an instrument; the talent to teach (my wife teaches CCD here at St. Joe’s); the skill to communicate with others; the desire to read to someone; the ability to cook; I can go on and on…I TRULY believe God has blessed all of us with so much more than we realize.

Recently, through the scriptures, we were familiarized with the parable of the Talents, where the Master of the house gave different talents to each of his servants. These talents were gifts from God. If you remember, the first two servants used those talents wisely and made them grow. The Master was pleased and as a result, gave them more talents. The third servant hoarded his talents and did not use them, nor did he do anything to make them grow, so they were taken away from him. Who knows; maybe this is where the expression “Use them or lose them” was born.

We are all stewards of who we are; that includes our talents, our time, and our treasures—but so much more! All of who and what we are is a gift from God; and all of who and what we are is meant to be surrendered back to God in the form of sharing these gifts. 

Some of us may not be able to give much in terms of time, but we can certainly share our talents in the service to our parish community. Conversely, some of us may feel we don’t have an abundance of talent to give – although, truly, God has blessed all of us with so much more than we realize; we can pledge the gift of time to help with some of the projects here at St. Joes. There are enormous opportunities that can, and will, come to us once we have embraced the concept of stewardship. (if at the BIG CHURCH)  Just look around, at this beautiful building we worship in; this is indeed a result of stewardship here at St. Joseph’s.

As scripture reminds us, we have nothing that we have not received from God. God is the Author of our lives, the Savior of our souls, the Forgiver of our sins, and the Giver of all gifts.

I will be thinking of all of you during these times and I will pray that your gifts of time, talent and treasure will surely be a gift that God accepts with joy.  Let’s “Unwrap Our Gifts” and share them with others!

Thank You

