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“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” 

(Mt 5:15-16)
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Good morning.  My name is Paul Toste.  I’ve been a parishioner at St. Joseph’s for two years, along with my wife Patty and my three children, Michael, Megan and Matthew.  As you know, Stewardship is defined as sharing in our time, talent and treasure.  I’m here this morning to share with you how the treasure part of Stewardship has grown to be an important part of our family life.

I grew up in Rhode Island and attended Catholic school through 6th grade.  Very early on, my mother and father taught me the concepts of stewardship, not just through words but also through actions.  My mother and father always used their envelopes to contribute to the church weekly, and they even had small envelopes for my brother and I to give a quarter or fifty cents each week.  In addition, they always encouraged me to give of myself to others.  I was an alter server at my parish, many times serving the early morning mass before going to elementary school.  These subtle actions by my parents sowed the seeds of stewardship in me long before I realized what stewardship was.
It wasn’t until I was in my late twenties before those seeds truly took root and I was able to grasp stewardship and begin to embrace it in all of its forms.  I came to the realization that all things that came to me, came through the Lord, and that it was fitting to give more of myself back to Him.  I began to become more involved in the Church, volunteering with youth sports, I became a Eucharistic Minister, and I joined the Knights of Columbus.  As a family, we also began to rethink how we shared in our treasure.

This was not easy.  I’m sure many of you can relate to some of the things we faced as young parents.  Saving for college, maintaining a household, activities for the children, these were all things that we wanted for our family.  However, we realized that we were only giving what we had left over after taking care of all our other obligations.  We gave regularly, but it wasn’t a sacrifice.  We felt as though God has blessed us so abundantly, and we needed to make Him the first priority in all areas of our lives.  We all remember the biblical story of the poor widow giving just a few cents.  Jesus said, “This poor widow put in more than all the other contributors.  For they have contributed from their surplus while she has given all she had”.  

Sacrificial giving is biblically based and is usually defined as giving 5% of your earnings to your local parish and 5% to other charities of your choice.  I’ll be honest, 10% of our income seemed a daunting figure…especially when you’re just getting started and have so many financial obligations.  However, this was the goal that we decided we would work toward.  So we decided to put our faith in the Lord, that He would provide for us, and increased our sacrificial giving so that it was clearly a sacrifice for us.  We found ourselves planning at the beginning of each year what our contributions to our parish would be.  We also started to look for worthy charities to contribute to, and began to give on a more regular basis. We didn’t starve, we continued to have a nice house to live in and the children continued to have their extra curricular activities.  Even the children have gotten involved.  Michael and Megan give a portion of their allowance each week and my youngest son Matthew gets to put the envelope in!  What a great feeling to have a child so excited to put that envelope in the basket.  It may not seem like much, but as they grow older maybe this will be THEIR stewardship seed?

Finally, stewardship is not so much a destination as it is a journey.  As we were going through the process of preparing this discussion, it gave us pause to think, were we doing all that we could.  So as a family, we will pray over it and discuss it and see where God leads us.  In Corinthians, it says “He who sows bountifully, will reap bountifully.”  Over the next few weeks, as we contemplate our roles as stewards, I urge you to ask yourself, “Am I giving back to God a portion of what he has so generously given to me?”  I urge you to pray over this and I am sure that God will guide you and help you to come to the right decision for you and your family.  I hope that you too will sow the seeds of stewardship in your family and reap the bountiful unconditional love that the Lord has for us all.

Thank you and God Bless you.
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