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Sunday, april 23, 2017
Solemnity of the Second Sunday of eaSter; divine mercy Sunday
Live in the mystery
Musing about the ideal frame of mind for artists and writers, the 
English romantic poet John Keats wrote that they must be “capable 
of being in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts without any irritable 
reaching after fact and reason.” He called this state “negative capa-
bility.” The prospect of abiding in uncertainty might feel uncom-
fortable for us ordinary folks, but Keats understood that where 
uncertainty, mystery, and doubt exist, anything can happen. It’s the 
place where miracles are possible; in fact it’s where the risen Christ 
resides. As the church continues the celebration of the Resurrection 
of Jesus, today might be a good day to ponder Keats’ idea. 

Today’s readings: Acts 4:42-47; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Victimae Paschali 
Laudes; John 20:19-31 (43). “Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.”

monday, april 24
memorial of fideliS of Sigmaringen, prieSt, martyr
Support a bono cause
Fidelis of Sigmaringen (1577-1622) was martyred during a time 
of great strife between Calvinists and Catholics in Switzerland. 
Fidelis had a special love of the poor, often giving away his warm 
clothing in winter. He studied law and was known as “advocate 
for the poor” because he took on the cases of people who had no 
one else to represent them. The “pro bono” tradition of free legal 
aid continues to this day. Legal aid societies in many communities 
help needy clients find lawyers who will represent them without 
charge. Consider supporting such a worthy cause in the name of 
Fidelis. Visit www.findlegalhelp.org, a website of the American Bar 
Association, for more information.

Today’s readings: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 (267). “Unless one is 
born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

tueSday, april 25 feaSt of mark, evangeliSt 
An early and enduring giant 
Saint Mark the evangelist was one of the first 70 disciples. He is 
believed to have written the Gospel of Mark, our earliest gospel. 
But he didn’t stop there. He also founded the Church of Alexan-
dria in Egypt back in the year 42, a few years after Jesus’ death. 
Alexandria became one of the great centers of early Christianity. 
Today three churches claim to be the direct heirs of the original 
Church of Alexandra: Coptic Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox, and 
Coptic Catholic. Saint Mark looms large behind them all, a giant 
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Sunday, april 30, 2017 third Sunday of eaSter
Reveal yourself
The story of Jesus’ death and Resurrection is the defining one of 
our faith. It is the reason we gather to break bread every week. It’s 
the reason we love our neighbor, feed the poor, work for justice, 
and struggle to forgive our enemies. Each of us has a defining story 
as well, an encounter or experience that reveals our highest selves, 
our deepest compassion or originality, our incomparable imagina-
tion or sense of humor. It’s the story that demonstrates most clearly 
and profoundly who we really are. Jesus “made himself known” in 
the breaking of the bread. How do you make yourself known?

Today’s readings: Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-
35 (46). “How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!”

monday, may 1 memorial of JoSeph the Worker
Let’s get to work!
The Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker may have been instituted 
on May 1 partly for political reasons (to counteract communist 
influence), but the feast’s recognition of the dignity and sanctity 
of labor has deep roots in Christian tradition. Unfortunately our 
high-tech culture doesn’t honor manual labor as much as it should. 
E. F. Schumacher, in his book Small Is Beautiful, suggests that a 
“great part of the modern neurosis may be due to this very fact: 
for the human being . . . enjoys nothing more than to be creatively, 
usefully, productively engaged with both his hands and his brains.” 
Today, in honor of Saint Joseph, plant a seed, make dinner from 
scratch, or fix something that’s broken. 

Today’s readings: Genesis 1:26—2:3 or Colossians 3:14-15, 17, 
23-24; Matthew 13:54-58 (559) or Acts 6:8-15; John 6:22-29 (273). 
“Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that endures.”

tueSday, may 2
memorial of athanaSiuS, biShop, doctor of the church
One and same
Each Sunday we recite the Nicene Creed, which Saint Athanasius was 
instrumental in formulating and defending at great risk to his life. 
When the Nicene Creed was originally drawn up in 325, the chief 
threat was Arianism, which denied that Jesus was fully God. Arius, a 
priest of the time, preached that God created the Son, which meant 
the Son was separate from the Father and not divine. Athanasius of-
fered this argument: Consider the sun and the light streaming from 
it. Are they not of the same substance and the same essence? The 
physics might be off, but the theology is sound: Jesus and the Father 
are one in a way that is as inseparable as light from light. 

Today’s readings: Acts 7:51—8:1a; John 6:30-35 (274). “I am 
the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger.”

WedneSday, may 3 
feaSt of philip and JameS, apoStleS
Still don’t get it?
How would you like it if someone published an account of your 
on-the-job training? That’s what happened to the apostles, whose 
gospel appearances usually signal someone about to get Jesus’ 
message wrong. Philip is shown as a hopeless literalist who keeps 
misunderstanding Jesus. He and his fellow apostles provide great 
inspiration for those of us who feel we’re slow to “get it” and not 
in the same league as the “greats” like Mother Teresa or even the 
local leading lights in our parish. Jesus showed great patience with 
the apostles, and he’s pleased to offer the same to you and me. 

Today’s readings: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; John 14:6-14 (561). 
“Whatever you ask in my name, I will do.”

thurSday, may 4 eaSter Weekday
Say what?
Catechesis is one of the essential ministries of the church. We do it 
formally, for example, in religious education classes and the Rite of 
Christian Initiation, and informally through daily interactions with 
others—our children, neighbors, and coworkers. It can, however, 
be discouraging work. Fortunately Saint Augustine offers some 
advice, especially for those times when we are feeling ineffective. 
First, we are not as terrible as we think we are; second, we should 
persist; and third, we do the best we can and let God speak through 
us—because in truth God is doing the teaching. We are merely 
God’s instrument. What would your day be like if you thought 
God was trying to speak through you all the time? What would 
you say? What wouldn’t you say?

Today’s readings: Acts 8:26-40; John 6:44-51 (276). “They shall 
all be taught by God.”

friday, may 5 eaSter Weekday
Speak up for good
Speech is not to be underestimated. It can bring life, and it can 
bring death. When God speaks, the words result in life: water, 
animals, human beings, mercy, and compassion! Mary followed 
in God’s footsteps with a single word—Yes!—that resulted in her 
bearing the Christ child in the world. On the other hand, some 
of our words can be death-dealing. Saul, a persecutor of Jesus’ 
followers before his conversion, “breathed murderous threats” 
that resulted in much fear, injury, and death. How will you use the 
power of speech to nurture life?

Today’s readings: Acts 9:1-20; John 6:52-59 (277). “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?”

Saturday, may 6 eaSter Weekday
Lend a hand
In many households, parishes, and workplaces, there is one person 
without whom things simply couldn’t function. Whoever that 
might be in your environment (maybe it’s you!), being the essential 
person is an exhausting proposition. In the early church, poor 
Tabitha was deemed so necessary to her community that the wid-
ows of her town couldn’t let her go even after she died—Saint Pe-
ter was obliged to bring her back to life! The “indispensables” are 
useful to have around but they could use our help. Let’s offer our 
assistance with prayers, resources, and kind words of gratitude. 

Today’s readings: Acts 9:31-42; John 6:60-69 (278). “She was 
completely occupied with good deeds and almsgiving.” 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/042317.cfm
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_services/flh-home.html
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/042417.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/043017.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050117.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050217.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050317.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050417.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050517.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050617.cfm

